IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 
WAKAHARA et al (as Amended) 
Serial No. 10/790,779 




Atty. Ref.: 2018-852 
Group: unknown 



Filed: March 3, 2004 Examiner: unknown 

For: THERMOSTAT MALFUNCTION DETECTING SYSTEM FOR ENGINE 
COOLING SYSTEM 

*********** 

December 1 , 2004 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

As suggested by 37 C.F.R. 1 .97, the undersigned attorney brings to the attention 
of the Patent and Trademark Office the documents listed on the attached form PTO- 
1449. Pursuant to the Pre-OG Notice of July 1 1 , 2003, no copy of the U.S. Patent 
document is required. The listed U.S. Patent is the patent that issued on parent 
Application No. 10/359,266. Three divisional applications have been filed. The 
divisional applications have the same disclosure as the subject application, but different 
claims. Therefore, the as-filed claims of each of the three divisional applications are 
attached, as stated in the Other Documents section of the Form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that the Examiner consider these co-pending applications and 
the respective claims thereof in connection with the further examination of this 
application. On information and belief these applications have been scanned into the 
IFW system. The submission of this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no better prior art 
exists, or that a reference is relevant merely because cited. 

Should a first action on the merits have been issued on the same day or before 
this Information Disclosure Statement is filed, please accept this Information Disclosure 
Statement under Rule 97(c) and charge the requisite Rule 17(p) fee to our Deposit 



822528 



WAKAHARA et al (as Amended) 
'Serial No. 10/790,779 

Account No. 14-1 140, under Order No. 2018/852 and proceed to consider this 



Information Disclosure Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with 
the rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been 
omitted, prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time 
under Rule 97(f), to enable Applicant to comply fully. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the 
herewith Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 
along with an early action on the merits of this application are earnestly solicited. 

The filing of an information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made [37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(g)], an admission that 
the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability or that no other 
material information exists. Further, the filing of an information disclosure statement 
shall not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner [Commissioner's 
Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 12-25 at 25]. 



MNLslj 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 
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Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C 




Michelle N. Lester 
Reg. No. 32,331 
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} V °A 2018-852 



&>\ APPLICANT 



DEC 0 1 2004 g) WAKAHARA et al (as Amended) 
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OKA et al 

























































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



ABSTRACT 

CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 







WAKAHARA et al; U.S. Application No. 10/986,228 filed November 12, 2004; "THERMOSTAT 
MALFUNCTION DETECTING SYSTEM FOR ENGINE COOLING SYSTEM"; Claims 37-78 (only) 






WAKAHARA et al; U.S. Application No. 10/984,931 filed November 10, 2004; "THERMOSTAT 
MALFUNCTION DETECTING SYSTEM FOR ENGINE COOLING SYSTEM"; Claims 37-49 (only) 






WAKAHARA et al; U.S. Application No. 10/984,980 filed November 10, 2004; "THERMOSTAT 
MALFUNCTION DETECTING SYSTEM FOR ENGINE COOLING SYSTEM"; Claims 37-119 (only) 














'Examiner 


| Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 

copy of this form with next communication to application. 

' ~ — ~~ Form PTO-FB-A820 (Also PTO-1 449) 
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